CHAPTER XX
THE TURKISH PRESS
By ahmed emin bey *
There is no oratory so easy, no writing so trenchant and vivid as the
phrase-making of criticism ancf malice. There is none so difficult as
inspiration to construction.
—herbert hoover, "American Individualism."
Introduction
The press in Turkey is a combined political and propa-
ganda institution. Newspapers are owned and edited by
leaders of various races, and may appear written in any
language. There no longer exists the all-pervading cen-
sorship formulated by Sultan Abdul Hamid II, which
went so far as to create a board of censors to oversee the
first readers of foreign and local news. Still the rigid
rules of the postwar Allied board of censors was far
from permitting the independence of the press.
aBorn in Salonika, 1889. Attended Turkish elementary school, military
academy, six years in the German School at Constantinople. Studied law
at University of Constantinople. Joined the staff of the Sab ah, experiencing
for one year the hardships of the Hamidian censorship. Editorial writer
of the Jen-Gazetta. Sent to America by the Turkish Government in 1910
to study sociology at Columbia University, where he received degree of
PhJX, 1914. Assistant Professor of Sociology later Professor of Statistics,
Stamboul University. War correspondent and later editor-in-chief, Sal ah.
In 1917 established a daily newspaper of his own named VaUt (Times).
Arrested in the spring of 1919 because of moderate national policy of the
paper, making many enemies, including the Sultan. Subsequently released,
but a month later exiled to Kutaya, where remained three months. In
March, 1920, he was taken to Malta by the British as a political hostage,
since his paper was considered partisan to the Nationalist cause. Beleased
in 1922. Resumed editorship Vakit. Editor Vatan.
This article, written in Malta and dispatched from there while the writer
was a political prisoner, was received promptly through the courtesy of the
British military authorities.
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